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SERIOUS ADDRESS 


130 THE 


Church of Scotland &c. 


beeeeeeceseneneevsescegssesssccsececese. 


. ps S in my Courſe of Education I ſpent ſe- 

veral Years in your Country, I had Op- 
portunities of very full Information about 
your Eccleſiaftick Conſtitution, your 
Principles, your Practices, the Degrees 
of Literature among you, and your Man- 


ner of Preaching in your old capital City ; and being ad- 
vanced in Yeags above the common rate of your Students, 


as I had before I came among you ſome Knowledge of 


Theological Matters, and of the Teness and Practices in 


other Churches, I took all Opportunities of informing my 


elf, as to the State of Literature and Religion in moſt Parts 
of Scotland; and have ſince by Correſpondence known your 


State and Affairs to this preſent Time: My hearty Concern 


For the Intereſt of real Chriſtianity, makes me {till ſolicitous 


A'3 about 
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about the State of fo large a Part of the Proteſtant Church, 
Many Things occurred to me which it ſeemed neceſſary 
to ſuggeſt to all Men of Candour among you. I know 
the ſevere Reſtraints laid upon ſuch of you who allow your 
ſelves to examine the Holy Scriptures ; what vexatious Pro- 
fecutions, what Calumnies, what Contempt, and what ſe- 
cular Loſſes, any Miniſter muſt expoſe himſelf to, who hap- 
pens in the Reſult of the moſt fober and conſcientious In- 
quiries, to differ in Sentiment from the common Opinions, 
and thinks himſelf obliged in Conſcience to teach according 
to his Perſuaſion; and that therefore tho you want not 
Men of Underſtanding among you, unprejudiced Men 
of ſound Literature, yet few ſuch would readily incline to 
expoſe themſelves to the unrelenting Fury of illiterate Bigots 
among the Clergy, and the Rage of your ſtupid Elders. 
To eaſe ſuch of this Trouble, and to diſcharge my own 
Gene of a Duty incumbent on me as a Fellow - Paſtor 
toward my Brethren, I addreſs the following Papers to 
your Conſideration, - having been - ſince I left you in ſuch 
an happy Situation, in a Society of true Chriſtians and Pro- 
teſtants, founded on the true Principles of..Chriftjaji Liber- 
ty, that no Reſentments of yours, on account of my faith- 
ful and brotherly Admonition could do mne 1 And 
T muſt exhort you in the Bowels of Chrift, as/ your regard 
the Truth of the Goſpel, and the Propagation pr. 80 8 
of Chriſlianity i in this Age, in which Deiſm ts 29 — 
ing all like a Torrent, along with an univerſal Corruption 
of Manners, that you would conſider your own Conſti- 
tution, Doctrine, and Diſcipline; and caſt out any juſt 
Cauſes of Offence which you find in them; any Stum- 
bling Blocks in the Way of an honeſt Inquirer into our 
Religion, and retain nothing as a Part of Chtiſtianity, 
which you don't find enjoined i in the Holy Scriptures, when 
you diſcern that it prejudices any honeſt Inquirers againſt 
our holy Religion; altho it has been handed down to you 
R by 


FE 


by your Forefathers for ſome Generations. This Plea, 
you know, Heathens, Mahometans, Papiſts, Socinians, may 
uſe as well as your ſelves, and can make as high Encomiums 
on the holy Men who delivered down their ſeveral Faiths 
or Syſtems of Tenets as you can do; and your Anceſtors 
.were no more infallible than thoſe of other Nations ; nor 
indeed are all Men of Piety ſecured againſt Miſtakes. 

Wir the Proteſtant Diſſenters it has often been Mat- 
ter of Wonder, that when among them Men of real 
Learning and Piety have ſuch Diverſity of Sentiments on 
many Heads, notwithſtanding the mutual Love which now 
many of them exerciſe toward thoſe who differ in Opini- 
on; yet in the Church of Scotland, your Heads ſhould all 
be ſo uniformly turn'd, that you can all perfectly agree in 
a very long Syſtem of Principles; or at leaſt, that there is 
no Appearance of Diverſity ; all can ſubſcribe, and preach, 
and pray, according to one Syſtem. I know you boaſt not 
a little of your comely Order, and your excellent Church 
Diſcipline, and glory much in the Purity of your Conſti- 
tution : I muſt take the Liberty of a Friend and Fellow- 
Chriſtian, to lay before you and the World the Cauſe of 
this Agreement; and appeal to all Men of Senſe among 
you, whether this Unity, or ſeeming Unity, be not either 
the Effect of Sloth and Ignorance, and an inglorious De- 
fen to run in with the popular Scheme, for your own Eaſe 
and Quiet, let it be right or wrong; or, as ſome loudly 
charge you, if it be not ſomething very different from the 
Unity of the Spirit, or of an holy, affectionate, charitable 
Spirit, in the Bond of Peace; and rather an Unity of Profe/- 
fron, in the Bond of Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation. I offer you 
my Thoughts on this Head, and leave it to your own 


Conſciences, as you are fo anſwer to God, whether theſe 


Matters are as I repreſent them. 
ALL Men acquainted. with Eccleſiaſtick Matter n 


| Know, that tho a noble Spirit of Inquiry into the Scrip- 


tures - 


„ 

tures aroſe at the Reformation, over many Nations in Europe, 
yet by that Sloth natural to Men after the firſt Heats and Strug- 
gles were over, they did in Religion what they did in other 
Sciences, haſted to patch up Syſtems of Opinions: The ſeve- 
ral Churches made up ſuch Creeds or Confeflions as they beſt 
could, newly eſcap'd out of groſs Darkneſs and Prejudice. 
When theſe were obtained, as the Majority are generally la- 
Zy, and not deeply learned, and yet ſuch can be as proud and 
poſitive as any; they could now eaſily find from the Creed 
or Confeſſion, what was either Orthodox, or generally re- 
puted ſo. They had the Majority on their Side, and could 
eaſily ruin the Characters of any who oppoſed them. A 
Confeſſion eſtabliſhed is the Delight of ſuch Men; and 
moſt of the early Confeſſions had Strings of Scripture Texts 
tagged to them for Proofs; ſuch as pleaſed the Compoſers, 
according to the Critical Knowledge they then had, which 
could not be great. But an haſty impatient Zeal was ea- 
fily pleaſed this way; ſometimes only by a conſpiring 
Sound of ſome ambiguous Words. The Populace getting 
-alſo theſe Confeſſions and the Texts by rote, the general 
Faith was fixed, and-the Orthodox Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture; and after that he is deemed an Heretick who differs 
from the Creed; and he is ſuſpected of Hereſy, which has 
alſo terrible Effects, who preſumes to interpret any of the 
favourite Texts otherwiſe than the Compilers of the Con. 
teſhon had done. 

In Scotland I find an old Confeſſion made at the Re- 
formation, Next the old National Covenant, firſt com- 
poſed Ann. 1580; which is an Abjuration of a long Roll 
of popiſh. Corruptions, with ſtrong Engagements to op- 
poſe the fame. As Scotland reformed in a turbulent man- 
ner, yet very juſtly, and a long Train of civil Broils enſu- 
ed, the Kirk never continuing in one Model, or in any 
Peace for twenty Years at once, from the Reformation to 
W through the conſtant tampering of its goodly 
nur /ing 
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nur ſing Tuthert; tis not to be imagined that there would 
be early in that Clergy, any conſiderable Improvements in 
Learning, or true Critical Knowledge of the Scriptures: 
They generally followed one great Name, John Calvin, 
and were contented with the Progreſs he made upon the 
firſt Efcape from popiſh Darkneſs; and ſcarce any Ad- 
vancement in the Knowledge of the Scripture — been 
made in Scotland fince his Days. 
WXEN the Bigotry and Tyranny of that Arch-Prieſt, 
King Charles the Firſt, had raiſed Civil Wars, firſt in 
Scotland, and then in England, and the old Eccleſiaſtick 
Conſtitution of England was overturned, the more popular 
Puritans got the Aſcendant; and the Long Parliament 
thought fit in Concert with the Scotch, to ſettle the Faith 
of Britain anew. An Aſſembly was appointed at Veſtmin- 
fler, which had ſome few great Men for Members, fuch 
as Selden and Gataker, and a few more; but a great Ma- 
jority, as we may ſee this Day, if we can bear the Drudge- 
ry of looking into their voluminous Writings, were juſt 
like our preſent popular Scotch Minifters ; with this further 
Diſadvantage, that their Minds were embittered with keen 


 Averſion to Arminianiſm, which had begun to make ſome 


Noiſe amongſt the Royaliſts. They made a Confeflion for 
England, which was received by the Scotch Aſſembly, An. 
1647. By any Records we can find, this Confeſſion was 
not at all the unanimous Opinion even of this Aſſembly: 


Many Points were keenly debated ; Selden, and ſome other 


vo a, Bow - > 


learned moderate Men, had left the Aſſembly, after they 


had in vain oppoſed their haſty Proceedings ; : and appealed 


often in juſt Railery, from their Engh/b gilded Bibles, to 
the Original Text. At laſt, by uſing ambiguous Words, 
and dropping ſome favourite Tenets of the Majority, in 
favour of a large Minority i in many Things differing, the 
Matter was ſo patch'd up, that the Confeſtion of the Ma- 


8 1 Was rn by the Body, and no publick Remon- 
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3 
ſtrance made by the Minority, that there might be ſome 
Appearance of Unanimity or Peace among them. 

Bu x after all the Information 1 could find of this Aſ- 
ſembly's Proceedings, there is no ground to charge them 
with ſuch an uncharitable Step as the Enjoining any Decla- 
nation of Aſſent to this Confeſſion, or to the two Cate- 
chiſms then compoſed by them, on all its Members, or on 
all who ſhould enter on the Miniſtry ; much lefs.on Lay 
Elders, or on the People admitted to any Goſpel Ordinances, 
The Glory or the Infamy of this Practice is ſolely due to 
Scotland, and to a Colony of Scotch in the North of Ireland. 
The Scotch Aſſembly received this Confeſſion as the Con- 
feſſion of their Church, Aun. 1647. It was neglected du- 
ring Epiſcopacy, in the two following Reigns. After the 
Revolution, by Act of Parliament, all Miniſters and Pro- 
feſſors of Colleges, and Maſters of publick Schools, are - 
bliged to acknowledge. and receive the ſaid Confeſſion as 
the Conſeſſion of their Faith. The Aſſembly made a very 
different Formula. of its own ; according to which it obliges 
all Intrants into the Miniftry, and all who fit as Elders in 
their Church Judicatories, to ſubſcribe to this Confeflion, 
For the Aſſembly ſaw abundantly, what every Man muſt 
ſee, that the Intention of the Parliament was very different 
from what they thought requiſite for the Preſervation of 
Orthodoxy, 

. Upon any grand Revolution in a Church, fuch a. as Was 
made during the civil War, tis natural that a new con- 
ſtituted Society ſhould make ſome Declaration of their Te- 
nets and Deſigns to all neighbouring Churches, that ſo their 
Chriſtian Brethren. may know how to repute them, or 
hold Communion with them, as publick Societies. Theſe 
Conſeſſions, or Declarations of the Faith held generally in 
the Society, are ſo much the better, that they contain not 
only the. abſolutely neceſſary Points, but even all ſuck ag 
are generally reputed important Articles, and —_ - 
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ented to; fince *tis upon ſuch Points that ene Church may 
eſteem and value another more or leſs. Now ' tis manifeſt 
from the Experience of the World in all Ages, that there's 
no rational ground to hope that a large Body, even of re- 
ally good Men, provided they are diligent and inquiſitive, 
will ever be unanimous in a large Collection of Opinions. 
Theſe Confeſſions are only deſigned to declare the Senti- 
ments prevalent with the Generality, in Points which ſeem 
of ſome Conſequence. The minor Party, who are of dif- 
ſerent Opinions in ſome leſs neceſſary Points, yet if they 
think the Eſſentials of Religion are retained by the Society; 
and nothing ſo far wrong as to oblige them to ſeparate 
from them, may be juſtly deemed to join in this Confeſ- 
fion or Profeflion, as they are willing to be reputed by the 
World as Members of that Body, and reſolve to continue 
in Communion with it, without making any open Separa- 
tion, ' or publick Declaration againſt the Tenets received by 
the Body. This is certainly the only Deſign any Legiſla- 


tor of common Prudence or Knowledge of Mankind can 


be deemed to have in requiring or enjoyning Men to re- 
ceive or own a large Compoſure, as the Confeſſion of their 
Faith to the World; that they give an Aſſurance to the 
State, not what their private Opinions are, but that they 
are willing to maintain Peace, and to unite with the Soci- 
ety which has made this publick Profeſſion. The States of 
Scotland, in the Preface to their firſt reformed Confeſſion, 
ſhew this alone to be their Deſign, to give a true Repre- 
ſentation of their Tenets and Deſigns, and to oppoſe the 
Calumnies of Adverſaries. (See the Confeſſion exhibited to 
the States, Am. 1560, and ratified 1567.) © They in- 
< vite for Chriſtian Charity's Sake, all Men to ſhew them 
« what. may ſeem amis, and ſolemnly promiſe, either to 
<« fatisfy them from God's Word about it, or to reform 


what may be found amiſs. A Proteſtant Legiſlator 


of common Senſe, allowing the Right of Private Judgment, 
. B and 


[ 10 ] 
and knowing any Thing of the common Imperſections of 
human Knowledge, can be deemed to require no more, 
as to a Compolure fo large and comprehenſive. 

TRE Aſſembly ſaw this abundantly, that the Words of 
the Act of Parliament, made aſter the Revolution, are very 
general, and not in any common Stile of Law, injoining an 
Aſſent to each Propoſition in the Vſiminſter Confeſſion: 
No ſuch Injunction as declaring their inward Aſſent, or 
Belief of all and hail the Propoſitions, in all and hail the Ar- 
ticles, Chapters, Seftions, Parts, Pertinents, and Pendicles 
thereof. The Aſſembly, therefore, deſigning to make a 
different Uſe of this Compoſure, from that of a Publick or 
National Confeſſion, viz. that of à Teft of Orthodoxy, made 
a Formula of Subſcription, abundantly clear for their Pur- 
poſe, binding all Intrants into the Miniſtry, and all Elders 
in their ſupreme Judicatory, © to aſſent to every Propo- 
„ fition in the faid Confeſſion, as being founded in the 
« Holy Scriptures, the Word of God; and to promiſe” 
(what it may often be impoſſible for Men to perform) “ to 
e adhere to the ſaid Perſuaſion to their Life's End.” 

A TEST of Orthodoxy ſhould manifeſtly, from its pro- 
feſſed End, be a Compoſure very different from a National 
Confeſſion ; this latter is ſo much the better, that it is large 
and comprehenſive, as to all Points of any conſiderable 
Conſequence ; provided it deſcends to no minute Trifles, 
and it really repreſents the general or prevalent Opinions of 
a Society: Other Churches will the better know how to judge 
of their Piety, Learning, Diligence, and Knowledge in the 
Holy Scriptures, But a Teſt of Orthodoxy ſhould contain 
nothing but the abſolutely | neceſſary Points of Chriſtianity ; 
only ſuch Points as he, who holds not, muſt neceſſarily be 
intirely unfit for the Goſpel Miniſtry, or even for Chri- 
ſtian Communion ; if any of the Laity are obliged to de- 
Clare their Aſſent to it, either directly or implicitly, in pro- 
miſing, -at Baptiſm, to educate their Children according to 

| It, 
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it. To exclude from the Miniſtry any pious, diligent, 
learned Men, who are willing to comply peaceably with 
all other Rules of the Church, according to the Goſpel, 
becauſe of their differing in Points not abſolutely neceſſary 
to true Chriſtianity, muſt be a groſs Breach of Charity ; 
and much more fo, to exclude Men on this Account from 

our Communion as Lay-men. 0 
I MusT here expreſs my Amazement at the Force of Pre- 
judice and Party Zeal, in the Author of a late Preface, ſo 
univerſally admired in Scotland, to an Edition of the Con- 
feſſion and Catechiſms of that Church; and ſo much the 
more, that I found ſuch an univerſal Reputation of the 
Author's Ingenuity, good Nature, and Learning, ſtill ſur- 
viving in the Memory of all ingenious-Men whom I con- 
verſed with about Edinburgh. He raiſes to himſelf this very 
Objection, That it muſt be the moſt imprudent, as well as 
the moſt cruel and uncharitable Thing, to exclude all from 
the Miniſtry, were they otherways never fo well qualified, 
who ſcruple to aſſent to any Points in this large Compo- 
ſare ; ſome of which no Man of Senſe can plead that they 
are of any Importance, He anſwers as if the whole Scotch 
Clergy were Gatakers, or Pools, or Barrows, or Tillotſons; 
that there is no Scarcity of ſufficient Candidates, willing to 
ſubſcribe and offer themſelves for the Service of the Church ; 
and if any Candidate heſitates as to any Point, let him pro- 
poſe it; and if it be a Point of ſmall Importance, the 
Church will indulge him in excepting this Point out of his 
Subſcription. This, I know, is the Language of all Men 
who have Underſtandings or Conſciences ſuited, to the 
Eftabliſhment, when once they are got in, and are aiming 
at Power or Popularity, A Candidate muſt have a fine 
Proſpect of Indulgence, as to diſputed Points, when it muſt 
be determin'd by a Set of Miniſters and Country Elders, 
whether the Point queſtion'd be of Importance or not; 
when any {mall Rarty in a Presbytery, by a Diſſent, ar 
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Proteſt, can carry it to a Synod, and thence to an Aſſem- 
bly of Men, who have already ſubſcribed, and who are 
enured to look upon the Whole of that Confeſſion as ſa- 
cred and inviolable ; and thus the Noiſe and Suſpicion dif- 
tuſed through the Nation. 

THERE never was a Society more implicitly attach'd to 
a Creed, than the Church of Scotland is to its Confeſſions 
and Catechiſms; enured now, for a long Tract of Years, 
to hear nothing, not the ſmalleſt Trifle in it, diſputed ; 
enured to decide all Debates about any Tenet, by this Stan- 
dard; to put all Queſtions to this lilue,” Do they agree wit! 
the Confeſſim or not? A Candidate muſt neceſſarily be 
ruined, as to his Views of Life, who pretends to ſcrupie 
any Point in theſe large Compoſures, «any of thoſe ma- 
ny Trifles which are determin'd in them. Let Nien 
of any Humanity make the Caſe their own. A Youth, 
with a View to the Service of the Miniitry, has quitted all 
worldly Occupations, and is now paſt the Time of learning 
them : From an honeſt and pious Heart, he candidly ſtudies 
the Scriptures, and, in the Reſult, differs, in ſome ſmaller 
Points, from the eſtabliſhed Articles ; he muſt either 
wound his Conſcience by Diſſimulation, or be excluded to 
ſtarve, and be infamous too, among the Generality of the 
Clergy and their blind Followers. No matter, ſay 
they; he muſt, forſooth, pretend to differ from us, and 
be wiſer than we or our godly Fore-ſathers :” (So ſaid 
the Papiſts once to our Reformers :) Our Church has 
Hands enough for her Work: We are at no Loſs by 
*+ wanting ſuch as muſt pretend to be wiſer than us 
< all.” This is the Language of all Eſtabliſhments. The 
poor Candidate has no other Remedy, but to fly to the 
fudge of all, who knows both his Sincerity and Humility. 
Have Mercy, O Lord, have Mercy, for I am exceedingly filled 
with Contempt. Ay Soul is filled with the Scorning of thoſe 
who are at eaſe, and with the. Contempt of the Proud, 
Pfal. CXX11, 3, 4. THERE 
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THERE might be ſome Shew of Juſtice for ſuch ſevere 
Excluſions, if the Creed were very ſhort and plain, con- 
taining only the neceſſary Points of Chriſtianity, But the 
Matter is quite otherways. I know not it any Church in 
Chriſtendom ever had more trifling Points ſtuffed into its 
Teſt of Orthodoxy. Though I have no Pleaſure in cenſu- 
ring the Works of others ; yet, for the Intereſt of Chri- 
ſanity, and to promote a ſober and unprejudiced Inquiry 
into the Scriptures, I cannot decline examining this admi- 
red Performance, after I have explained to the World how 
it happen'd that it ſhould continue in ſuch Veneration in an 
Age of ſo much Liberty of Inquiry. 

AFTER the Revolution, many Hundreds of the Epiſco- 
pal Clergy, refuſing the Oath of Allegiance, were turned 
cut of the Churches; which they would otherways have 
kept during Life. The Leaders among the Presbyterians, 
were a few rigid old Men, educated, during the Civil Wars, 
with the higheſt Prejudices againſt Arminians and other 
Sets, which had appeared under the Uſurper : Along with 
them were ſuch Miniſters as they had ordained under a 
Courſe of Perſecution, for above twenty five Years ; when 
they had ſmall Opportunities for Study or Improvement, 
and had their Spirits exceedingly embitter'd by bad Treat- 
ment, and deeply had embibed a Veneration for all the 
Tenets and Practices of their Martyrs or Confeſſors, with 
a keen Averſion to all the Tenets of the Epiſcopal Party. 
Such weak Men getting into Power, haſted to ſettle all the 
vacant Churches with any zealous Creatures who offered 
themſelves, let their Abilities be never ſo mean. Theſe 


again have, in many Places, continued a Succeſſion of Men 


of their own Size. Tis the leſs to be wonder'd, that ſuch 
Men could employ ſuch a large Compoſure for a Teſt of 


Orthodoxy, as the Vgſiminſter Confeſſion of Faith. Zeal, 


Ignorance, and Sloth, are always apteſt to ſwallow Syſtems 


in a, Lump, without any accurate Examination, 
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WHEN this was once enjoined as neceſlary for all who 
enter'd into the Miniſtry, and ſtrongly recommended, if 
not impoſed on every Parent at the Baptiſm of Children, 
along with the two Catechiſms, there aroſe ſuch an univerſal 
Veneration for theſe your Standards, as you commonly call 
them, that a Man's Reputation for Soundneſs in the Faith 
is gone, if he ſpeaks one Word againſt any Sentence in 
them, as much as if he derided or denied the Holy Scrip- 
tures, The Generality of Miniſters believe in them, or 
ſeem to think they believe them : Any of better Senſe, who 
diſcover ſome falſe Points in them, keep their Sentiments to 
themſelves, 

ONE, who has not ſpent ſome Time in Scotland, can 
ſcarce conceive what a blind Deference is paid, not only by 
the lower People, but the lower-ſized Miniſters, to this 
Conſeſſion, and the Catechiſms; nay, to all the Writings 
of their old rigid Teachers; eſpecially to thoſe of their 
Martyrs, or Confeſſors, in the Reigns of James VI. and 
the two Charles's ; their Rutherfords, Gilleſpies, Dickſons, 
Ferguſons, Nisbets, Durhams, Guthries ; and, to ſome Eng- 
Ii Diflenters of a like Strain, Vincents, Flavels, Matſans; 
Perſons of no Character for any valuable Literature; ſcarce 
ever mentioned, by any Man of Learning, on the South 


Side of Tweed. You will ſcarce find one valuable Criticiſm 


on any Text in all their Writings, or any Veſtige of ſound 
Philoſophy z but a perpetual religious Driveling and Quibling 


with Texts of Scripture, without any Regard to the Ori- 


ginals, or to the juſt Rules of Interpretation, No foreign 
Church, or even private Divines or Criticks, make any 
Uſe of them, or know almoſt their Names; and yet ma- 
ny ſuch, in foreign Churches, tranſlate the Eugliſb Writers 
on Theology or Criticiſm; and admire many of their 
Books that are wrote in Latin, The Scotch Oracles are 
confined to themſelves ; and theſe, along with a Dutch Sy- 
ſtem or two, conſtitute the greateſt Part of their Libraries, 

ee Some 
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Some few, who are more opulent or generous, purchaſe 
that Oceanus or Theſaurus of pious Driveling, Quibling, 
and Connundrums, Henry's Commentaries on the Bible: 
TI wiſh the Scotch would learn from that Author his Mode- 
ration and Charity. But except where he borrows from 
others ſome juſt Criticiſm, which he does not often, you'll 
find nothing in his Writings worth the Notice of a Man 
of Learning. I know there are ſome few Exceptions among 
the Scotch Clergy, Men of Moderation, of true Litera- 
ture, and of honeſt Hearts, who according to their narrow 
Circumſtances, nay, above them, are provided with the 
moſt valuable Books. 

AND then by your conſtant Encomiums on your Stand- 
ards, as you profanely call them, the more conceited and 
proud of your illiterate Populace, eſpecially ſuch as have 
little Buſineſs, get them all by rote, and fix in their Minds 
that admired and much recommended Comment, Vincent's 
Catechiſm : Thus equipped, they find they are juſt as deep 
as your ſelves. I have attended Sermons in ſome of the 
Churches of Edinburgh many Months ſucceflively, and ne- 
ver heard one Sentence more inſtructive than any good 
Woman might have delivered from that laſt mentioned 
Comment. I have heard the fame Account of the com- 
mon rate Preaching in Glaſgow, which is the Seat of ano- 
ther Univerſity, No wonder your illiterate Elders take 
themſelves to be competent Judges of all Controverſies ; 
they are plainly as fit as many Miniſters, and might preach 
as well. Some ſuch Elders of little Buſineſs can gain great 
Admiration in a Neighbourhood ; and upon any Diſlike of 
their Miniſter's Preaching, can keep him in hot Water 
during his Life. If the Church of Rome found an implicit” 


ſubmiſſive avow'd Tgnorance, 4 fruitful Parent of that De- 


votion and Orthodoxy, which the Clergy moſt deſired ; 
the Church of Scotland has made as real an Ignorance, with 


4 conceited Opinion of great Knowledge in all the little 
1 Ne eftrum; 
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Noftrums of their Scheme, as ſure a Guard to Orthodoxy, 
and a Source of Devotion toward ſome of the Leaders a- 
mong the Clergy. 

You'LL think this a very rude Charge brought againſt 
you: Remember that I ſpeak of the Generality. I know 
there are ſome few Men of high Abilities and real Worth 
among you: I ſpeak of the great Majority. I ſhall now 
let you ſee the Effects of your Admired Diſcipline, and the 
Propriety of thoſe Standards of yours, for a Teft of Ortho- 
doxy, which you oblige all your Clergy to ſwallow; and 
have now raiſed ſuch an univerſal Veneration towards. I 
ſhall confider ſome of your Proofs from Scripture ; not 
that J hope to convince many of the impertinent Applica- 
tion of them; but ſome, I hope, I ſhall. You find how 
you have taught your People to uſe the Scriptures. A few 
factious Heads among you have lead a great many into 
a Separation from you, and taught them to quibble with 
acripture Texts as faſt as the beſt of you; and when 
ignorant Creatures and conceited are thus armed, there is 
no convincing them, as they know not the Rules either 
of right Criticiſm, or juſt Reaſoning from the Scrip- 
ture. They are fully perſuaded that you are making De- 
fections to Popery again, by Texts ſpeaking of the n 
of the Hraelites into Agypt. 

TERRE Specimens I ſhall offer to your Reviews out of 


your Teſt of Orthodoxy or Standards, ſhall be "I un 
der theſe three Heads. 


I. Deter mining always in the moſt rigid Senſe ſome very 
rigid Doctrines, diſputed even among Calviniſts, and making, 
chem neceſſary to be believed. 

II. A frange extenſwe Intricacy Stile; ſo that one cau- 
not eaſily be ſure that he ſees all that's included in the Wards, 

III. Some Trifling Tenets, and ſome very Doubtful, ſome 
manifeſtly abſurd Applications of Scripture. 


I. Rigid | 


W 
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I. Rigid Determinations of ſome of the harſher Calvin 1/2 

Tenets, and eyen of, ſuch as are debated among them. 
Tus, Chap. VI. Sect. ult. *tis determined in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, that Original Sin makes it juſt for God 
to torment. in Hell Fire to all Eternity, even all Children 
who die in Infancy ; and this by Imputation of the Crime 
of an Anceſtor done thouſands of - Years before their Exiſt- 
ence ; to which they could contribute nothing vel ope vel 
conſilio, directly or indirectly, mediately or immediately, 
All the Proofs brought for this, are evidently impertinent: 
One ſtrong rhetorical Aſſertion, Gen. vi. 5. that the Ina. 
ginatzons of the Antediluvians were only evil continually, in 
the Age juſt preceding the Flood ; ſpeaking too of the 
Adult. They might as well have inferred, that, in that 
Age, no Man, Woman, or Child, flept ſoundly, with- 
out conſtant wicked Dreams. Another Citation from 
the P/alms, in the iiid Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, rhetorically aſſerting that the 7ews, and thoſe plain- 
ly adult Perſons, grew very wicked, notwithſtanding their 
Law. By theſe the Corruption is proved Abſolutely Uni- 
verſal ; and eternal Fire muſt be the Puniſhment ; becauſe, 
in, Matt. xxv. 21. ſuch Fire is prepared for the Devil and 


his Angels; and 2 The. i. 9. ſome Perſecutors of Chriſti- 


ans, tis faid, , will be deſtroyed wh everlaſting Deſtruction: 
and, , becauſe, . Eph; ii. 3. thofe - Epheſians, who had been 
vicious before their Converſion, are ſaid to have been Chil- 
dren f Wrath ; by a common Hebraiſm uſed of the Adult 
as often as of any; and they bring other Proofs more 


ridiculous. 
Many Calviniſts think they hold all that is revealed in 


Scripture i in any of the Texts produced in the Confeſſion, 
by helding that a Depravity of Nature deſcends to all In- 
fants, which would expoſe them to, or certainly involve 
them in Guilt if they lived; and unleſs it were remedicd 


by t the Grace of God, would expoſe them to eternal Miſe- 


: C ry; 
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ry 3 that ſuch as die in Infancy, are not indeed prepared 
for eternal Happineſs unleſs the Grace of God interpoſes ; 
but there's a Medium between eternal compleat Happineſs 
and eternal Torments. They believe this Grace is ever 
interpoſed for the Merits of Chrift, where there has been 
no actual Sin; and ſince above one half of Mankind die 
in this State, they conclude that the Mercy of God tri- 
umphs over the Malice of the Devil, in Saving the far 
greater Part of Mankind in all Ages. What hinders theſe 
Operations of Grace toward all Infants? You own them 
toward ſome. Grace may operate for Chriſt's Sake upon 
thoſe who don't actually hear or know the Goſpel ; for 
your Standards ſpeak of Ele# Infants. 

Bu T ſome, you ſuppoſe, muſt be damned, ſometimes, 
to ſhew the Glory of Sovereign Power ; as if it were the Glo- 
ry of any Sovereign to do Miſchief, without any Provoca- 
tion from the Perſons he plagues; out of mere Oſtentation 


of Power. Sometimes, you fay it is for the Glory of his 


Juſtice; as if there were any Shadow of Jaftice in ſuch 
Proceedings, You all acknowledge it unjuſt to puniſh the 
Innocent; but then you ſuppoſe a Sovereign Right to 
charge the Sin of the Guilty upon the Innocent; and then 
they may be damned moſt Juſtly and Mercifully, to the 
utmoſt Torments, to all Eternity. A Right of Sovereignty 
is ever a Right of doing Good, according to the Wiſdom 
of the Governour ; without Limitation by the Will of o- 
thers: But your Sovereignty is the Oftentation of Power, 
to make the Subjects miſerable ; or, in the French Stile, 
to plague and harraſs the Subject, even without Demerit, 
for the Glory of the Grand Monarque. In the very pu- 
niſhing the Wicked we have none of thoſe benign Ends 
mentioned in your Confeffion, which the wiſer Calviniſts 
plead for, viz. the ſupporting the Authority of the wiſe 
and benign Laws of God; and thus more engaging the O- 
bedience, and ſecuring the Happineſs of all the rational 
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Creation; or the ſhewing the Juſtice of God, and his Ab- 
horrence of Sin, that his Creatures may be reſtrained from 
it, and their Miſery prevented : With your Confeſſion, 
all is ultimately Oſtentation, and Deſire of Declarative Glo- 
75, as you call it; for the Eſſential can receive no Addi- 
tions. 

Bur, ſays your Confeſſion, Guilt is imputed to Chil- 
dren; and your larger Catechiſm, compoſed by the ſame 
Body, favs, Anſw. to Quel. 22. That Adam made a 
* Bargain or Covenant, called the Covenant of Works, 
with God; ” (of this Covenant, however, there's not 
one Word in Scripture ; execept the Meſtminſter Scriptures : 
The Old and New Teſtament ſpeak only of Laws given 
by God to Adam; by Breach of which he occaſioned a 
Depravity in his Poſterity, and ſubjected them to Infirmi- 
ties of Body as well as Mind, and occaſioned Sin in the 
Adult, and Death to all.) „ In this Bargain Adam con- 
< ſented that his Poſterity ſhould be puniſhed along with 
< himſelf for any Default of his: God agreed to this bold 
« Undertaking for others, without their Commiſſion ; nay, 
& ſay you, God conſtituted him their Repreſentative, ” 
by his Sovereign Power to involve his Creatures in all Mi- 
ſery, upon any Contingency, even without their Fault. 
Adam broke the Bargain, and God infiſts on the Penalty, 
as to all Children, except thoſe who are diſcriminated by 
the bare Accident of ſpringing from Parents who believe 
the Goſpel. | 
Was there ever an Eaſtern Tyrant who in cold Blood 
could require ſuch a Contract from his Subject, or would 
admit of a Subjects thus contracting with him? I know 
what Executions they ſometimes make in their brutal 
Paſſions. Is not all Guilt perſonal? A Parent may juſtly 
forfeit his own Goods which otherwiſe had deſcended to 
his Children: But whoever heard of the juſt Deſcent of 
Corporal Puniſhments ; and what's worſe, of Eternal Tor- 
C 2 | ments 
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ments on the Soul? This is the peculiar Glory of your 


Sroereign Juſtice or Power, Has Man any ſuch Right to 
Bargain about the Souls of his Poſterity ? Or could a juft 


God admit of ſuch a Bargain, ſubjecting their Souls to e- 
ternal Tortures without any Default of theirs? Is it not 
juſt as good to ſay they are tortured for ever without 
any Demerit of theirs, merely for the Glory of his Mer- 
cy and Loving-kindneſs? Is not this Doctrine a ſolemn 
Mockery of the divine Goodneſs and Juſtice? Is it any 
wonder that Arminians charge you with groſs Blaſphemies? 

You had this Point debated ſome Years ago in a Try- 
al of one Simpſon a Profeſlor in Glaſgow, who pleaded for 
the Salvation of Infants. Your Church never diſowned 
this Doctrine of your Confeſſion, that they all may be 
juſtly damned ; but your Conſciences flew in your Faces 
ſo far, that you did not find his Error relevant for a pub- 
lick Cenſure. 

YouR Catechiſms too let us ſee your Faith on this 
Head. No Infants to be baptiſed unleſs they have at leaſt 
one Chriſtian Parent: Of ſuch only you can have any 
Hopes. The Children of Infidels muſt not be baptiſed, e- 
ven tho' there were a Proſpect of a Chriſtian Education, 
as they muſt be damn'd if they die before they profeſs their 


__ own Faith. 


I x now your Evaſion : Say you, all but the Sociniaus 


allow that God has fo ordered in Nature that Corruption 


1s tranſmitted to all, which would lead all as they grow up 
into Sin, which might juſtly have the ſame Effect of ſub- 
jecting them to Damnation, and this by means of the 
Guilt of their Anceſtor. But this is all your own Imagi- 


nation contrary to Scripture. Had it not been that God 


from Eternity had provided a Remety -for this Evil, ac- 
cording to your own Scheme, no Depravity had been tranſ- 
mitted : All Tranſmiſſion, and all Offspring had been pre- 
yented by the full Execution of the Sanction; in the Day 

| — they 


cerity as Chriſtians live according to the Goſpel. 
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they broke this Law they had died. Tf the Intervention 


of a Mediator prevented this, and allowed an Offspring 


to come into Being, it made Salvation again poſſible to all 
who did not reject this Remedy when offered them, or 
who lived according to the Natural Law with as much Sin- 
And as 
there was nothing to hinder the Effect of this Remedy up- 
on all Children, we may conclude it extends to all. 
ANOTHER of your goodly humane Doctrines is, 
That adult Perſons not profeſſing Chriſtianity cannot be 
ſaved, were they never ſo ſtudious to live according 
e to the Law of Nature. See Chap. X. Sect. 21t. And 
c then, That the very beſt Actions of Heathens or unre- 
ee generate Chriſtians are ſinful and offenſive to God,” in 
the Chapter of Good Works. 

IN Proof of this Point we have Heaps of Quibbles upon 
Texts relating to quite different Caſes. *Tis ſaid of ſome to 
whom the Goſpel is preached, that / they believed not they ſhould 


0 
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. periſh. *Tis ſaid of ſome wicked bloody Men that their New 


Moons and Feſtivals were abhorred by God, tho they were 
within the Pale of the Church. *Tis faid of ſome immoral 
Heathens who had walked after their Luſts, that they tere 
Children of Wrath. T muſt here obſerve too that the 
Ilrath of God often relates only to temporal Calamities : It 
often went forth againſt Dauid and the Authors of the 
Pſalms : So, periſbing with the wicked World, ſometimes 
means only being involved in the temporal Miſeries im- 
pending over the Fews, from which the Chriſtians gene- 
rally eſcaped ; fo being damned or condemned often only means 
being juſtly cenſurable, or blameable for bad Actions. But 


all theſe Words, where-ever it ſerves to confirm ſome hor- 


rid Doctrine of yours, muſt ever be interpreted only of 
the eternal Torments of Hell-Fire. 


AGAIN, your grand Topick, Heb, xi. 6. Mithout Faith 
tis impoſſuble to pleaſe God; and then Faith comes by hearing 


the 
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the Goſpel, &c. is ſuch a Quibble as is unworthy of a So- 
phiſter in a Logick Claſs. Faith often in Scriptures ſigni- 
fies only believing in a juſt and good God, who will either 
in this Life or the next, reward ſuch as ſeek him, and de- 
pending on this Protection. This Faith many Heathens had; 
nay the Opinion was and is general among them: Tis all 
the Faith underſtood in that Place, Heb. xi. 6. as tis di- 
rely declared in the following Words. In other Texts 
Faith means believing and conſenting to the Terms of the 
Goſpel: And Faith alſo means ſometimes only a Perſua- 
ſion of the Lawfulneſs of ſome Actions we are doing: Thus 
tis to be underſtood in that Text, J/hatſoever is not of 
Faith is Sin, Rom. xiv. 23. which I have heard your 
Preachers quibble upon as a Proof in our preſent Queſtion. 
ANOTHER of your fine Topicks is, that the Heathens 
did not act for the Glory of Gad, which you make neceſlary 
in every good Action, 1 Cor. x. 31, Now what Proofs 
bring you that no Heathen acted for this End? Why, 
ſome Texts which charged the corrupt Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, or the wicked Jews in the Days of the Prophets, 
with acting againſt the Law of God, or obeying them on- 
ly to be ſeen of Men. And then you have never yet told 
us diſtinctly what this Glory is which we ſhould intend, 
the Eſſential or Declaratrve Whether to add to God Plea- 


| ſures from getting Renown among Men; or to make 


Men embrace the true Religion, and thus eſteem and love 


the divine PerfeCtions, and thus obtain Happineſs to them- 


ſelves in God. You regard no Rules of Language, when 
you are upon your horrid Points. Mhatever you do, 1 Cor. x. 
31. muſt be ſtrictly univerſal, not morally ſo. It muſt 
admit no Limitation to only the important Actions of 
Life, which may pleaſe or offend others, may invite or 
hinder them to embrace the true Religion; and thus to 
behold the Glory of God, his moral Purity and Perfection. 
Many Heathens ſtudied in their ſerious Actions to make 
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the moral Perfeftions of God known, But you muſt 
have all Actions thus referred, were it ſcratching your 
Shins, rubbing your Beards, cracking a Louſe, or going to 
the Houſe of Office, This is a Burleſque upon all Piety. 

AGAIN, pray remember how you explain this Faith 
requiſite to all good Actions? Tis accepting the Covenant 
of Grace according to all our ftrict Notions of Expiation, 
and Imputation of the Good Works of Chriſt. No So- 
cinian can have this juſtifying Faith; no Arian or Neſtorian, 
The Arians were once the larger half of Chriſtians, and 
Neſtorians are a great Part at this Day. Few Arminians 
can have this Faith, and many profeſſed Calvin;ts want it. 
All agree that Chriſt as a native Feu, obeyed the Civil 
and Ceremonial Law of his Country ; and as a Creature 
of God in his human Nature . he obeyed the Moral Law 
for himſelf. But by your Faith we muſt believe that he 
obeyed it for us, and that his Actions muſt be imputed to 
us, as well as his Sufferings expiating our Sins. Wendelin 
an old Syſtem once taught in your Colleges owns no ſuch 
Faith. At this rate none are juſtified, or can do any 
good but your ſelves and a few Dutch Men. 

Can any Man of common Senſe imagine, that the 
Worthies celebrated Heb. xi. had our Catvinit Faith, our 
Notions of two Natures in one Perſon, the Expiation of 
Sins by the divine Nature, adding infinite Value to the 
Sufferings of the human, and to its Actions in obeying 


| God's Law, fo that its Goodneſs will ſerve Millions of 


Men by Imputation ? 


Wr have many religious Diſcourſes, Inſtructions, De- 


votions of the Prophets. They are ſo far from giving 


„ 
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us this Account of the Hope that was in them, if theſe 


Doctrines were their Hope, that they have concealed the 


from them of Natures, Perſonalities, and Imputations. They 
>; giveobſcure Hints of an expected Deliverance, then debated 
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about, and which we ſhould ſtill have debated, had not the 
Goſpel explained them; whether they related to a Tem- 
poral or Spiritual Deliverance, by worldly Conqueſt or by 
Effuſion of the Spirit of Grace. The Bulk of that Nation 
underſtood them of worldly Conqueſts and Triumphs. If 
the Prophets themſelves knew the Caluiniſt Doctrine you 
pretend fignified in theſe dark Hints, ſure they never in- 
tended it ſnould be known till the Coming of. the Meſſiah, 
and thought not that Knowledge or Faith about it was ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. Every Dunce can now expreſs this 
Doctrine more clearly. If the Prophets thought this Faith 
of yours neceſſary to Juſtification or good Works, they muſt 
have been the moſt envious malicious Wretches who did 
not explain it further. Tis manifeſt all the Faith of theſe 
Antients was only what the Apoſtle ſays expreſly, Heb. xi. 
6. an implicite Truſt in the Mercy of God to good; Men, 
to be diſplayed by means of ſome great Perſon to ariſe in 
their Nation, without any particular Knowledge what he 
was or how it was to be accompliſhed. 

Now this Faith differs from that expreſſed by Socrates 
in the 2d Alcibiades, and the Faith of many - virtuous 
Heathens, only in this, that the Fews knew a Circumſtance 
or two of this Deliverer, that he would be of their. Nation, 
and of the Lineage of David, and be called the Azointed 


or Meſſiah. Now, how the Knowledge of theſe Circum- 


ſtances ſhould be of ſuch grand Conſequence, that it ſhould 


make thoſe eternally happy who happened to obtain it; 


while Men of equal Virtue, of equal Truſt in the Good- 
neſs of God in general, who knew not theſe Circumſtances, 


nor could know them, ſhould be tortured in Hell-Fire e- 


ternally, I doubt you'll never explain fo as to ſatisfy any 


who have tolerable Notions of the impartial: Juſtice, of that 
God, who is not, nor ever was a. Reſpecter of, Perſpns. 


Every Governour is indeed Maſter of his own Kayguzs ; 


and of two Subjects equally entitled, he may without 
Wrong 
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Wrong conſer more Good on one than another. But 
for a good Governour, who can conſiſtently with Ju- 
ſtice, upon a ſufficient Atonement made, reſcue ſuch 
Offenders from Miſery who repent and obey his Will as 
far as they know it, and truſt in his Goodneſs; to reward 
one highly, and torture another eternally, where there is 
no other Difference but that one knew an external Cir- 


cumſtance or two about a future Interceſſour, which ano- 


ther knew not, na y, was invincibly ignorant of, and knew 
not that he ought to enquire about them, muſt appear a 
very ſtrange Reſþe# of Perſons. 

I Know your goodly Proofs, As iv. 12. No Salvation 
in any other but Chriſt ; no other Name by which we can be 
ſaved. Is not this an amazing Ignorantia Elenchi ? Do not 
many, who hold the Salvation of ſome vertuous Heathens, 
and of all Infants, acknowledge, that it is accompliſhed by 
the Merits of Chriſt, though they know him not? Is it not 
mconſiſtent either with Juſtice or Goodneſs, upon a ſuffi- 
cient Atonement made, to ſhew Mercy to a repenting Sin- 
ner, ſtudying to ſerve God as far as he can, though the 
Sinner knows not the Mediator, the Perſon to whom he 


is indebted, while he continues in this ſhort Life? Is it in- 


famous for a Benefactor to conceal himſelf for ſome Time, 
or to ſerve thoſe who know him not, and to whom he has 
not told, previouſly, the Manner of doing Good ? Cannot 
the regenerating Spirit of God be given to ſuch as know 
it not? But your fine Sorities is this; No pleaſing God with- 
out Faith ; no Faith without preaching ; no preaching without 


© being ſent, * Add one Step as ſure as the reſt, in your Senſe 


of them, no ſending without a Scotch or Dutch Presbytery ; 
and then you may have the Pleaſure of damning all the 
World but your ſelves. 

Ts pleaſant to obſerve the Cenſures of your great judi- 
cious Men upon the contrary Doctrines, the Salvation of 
ſome Heathens and Children, advanced as a probable An- 
D ſwer 


. V 
- — y 


2 2 IR Lo 


(-9 1 

ſwer to the Objections of Manichæans, and ſome who deny 
the divine Goodneſs. With great Solemnity, {ay they, 
« This is audacious diving into the Counſels of God, and 
ce profane Arrogance.” But your pronouncing eternal Tor- 
ments on all Heathens, and their poor Infants, is no Pre- 
ſumption or Arrogance ; tis an humble declining to deter- 
mine about the Counſel of God. You think there's little 
Difference between damning them-all, and leaving them 
to uncovenanted Mercy, You are ſo fond of your Cove- 
nants, Grace, and Works, national, and ſolemn, that you 
conceive no good to be got another way. Some ambitious, 
covetous Princes, and great Men, have ſome little Senſe 
of Honour, as to Treaties. and expreſs Promiſes, and are 
reſtrained by them from plaguing all around, or are enga- 
ged to do ſuch good Offices as their baſe Hearts had other- 
ways declined, And God too, the Ged of Love, the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, muſt be of the ſame Turn ; no good to 
be hoped where he has not expreſly promiſed. I am far 
from vilifying the Covenants or Promiſes of God ; they 
are far higher and more joyful Grounds of Hope to Sin- 
ners than the general Conſideration of his Mercy. And yet, 
may not every truly penitent Sinner. have ſome Hope ? Or 
can any wiſe Man doubt of this Mercy toward ſuch un- 
fortunate Infants, whoſe Conſtitution has been vitiated 
without their own Fault ? 

You are Strangers, one would think, to the common 
Sentiments of the moſt learned and pious Divines, as well 
as the Objections, and even Scoffs of Infidels, to which your 
Doctrines give too much Occaſion, I heard one defend- 
ing your Scheme againſt a Deiſt by the Sovereignty of God. 
The Deiſt tells him,“ he now ſaw the charitable Aim of 
e the Calviniſts. The old fundamental Difference be- 
«. tween the Chriſtian and Pagan Churches was, that you 
_Chiiſtians worſhipped God, and they the Devil: You 

„ „ deſpairing 
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& Jefpairing of a Coalition of Churches, by any Advances 
tc on the Pagan fide, through their utter Inability for any 
<< Sort of Good, you had charitably made bold Advances 
« toward them, by repreſenting your God as like in Tem- 
& per to theirs, as one could well defire. You damn all 
<« Heathens, young and old, which our Geographers fay, are 
© nineteen Thirtieths of Mankind. You damn all Infidels, 
c ſuch as Mahometans and Fews, who make ſix Thirtieths 
& more. You damn almoſt all Papiſts, who are three 
ci Fifths of Chriſtians and more. There remain only two 
c Thirtieths. who are not, in Bulk, quite excluded from 
c“ Salvation, young and old: Of theſe, above one Half are, 
< by falſe Principles, and corrupt Worſt.ip, to be damn'd ; 
* ſuch as Socinians entirely, and moſt of the Arminians, 
&« with the Greek Church. Nay, theſe are four Fifths of 
$ ſuch as ſubmit not to the Church of Reme, and much 
C more. There ſcarce remains one Hundredth of Man- 
« kind, in any tolerable” viſible Churches; and of theſe, 
& few allow one Half to be ſaved. Thus this wonderful 
&« Mercy of Ged, magnified above all his great Name, and 
&© ver all his Works, ſaves ſcarce One in two Hundred; for 
& One ſaved, one Hundred and Ninety Nine are tortur'd 
ce for ever: So glorious are the Triumphs of Mercy above 
&« Tuſtice, of the Saviour of Men over the Deſtroyer !” 
UNDER this Head I ſhall add ſome ſmaller Points ; but 
all made alike neceſſary, The beſt Man muſt be excluded, 
or expoſed to an univerſal Odium, who queſtions chem, 
unleſs he equivocates 
Is the Name of God and our bleſſed Saviour, whoſe 
Miniſters we are, I ask, Upon what Pretence, from Scrip+ 
tyre or Reaſon, can you aſſert, as in Chap. vi. Art. iv. 
That by the Fall we are utterly diſabled, indiſpeſad, and made 
oppoſite to all Good (private, publick, ſpiritual, ſecular, di. 
vine, or moral) and wholly inclined to all Evil? Is it poſti- 
ble one can be wholly inclined to two oppoſite Vices at 
| D 7 once, 
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ence, to Covetouſneſs and Prodigality, to exceſſive Com- 
paſſion and Cruelty? Not to mention Murders in cold 
Blood, Aſſaſſinations, PTY Blaſphemy, Sodomy, Beaſti- 
ali 
20 muſt all be excluded from your Communion who do 
not believe, that the Motus Prima-primi are criminal, as 
you aſſert Chap. VI. Art. 5. Your Elders all underſtand this 
well! 
CAN you exclude from the Miniſtry any Man, other- 
ways worthy, who holds the Cocceian Notion about the Mo- 
fſaick Diſpenſatim, or ſuch Tenets as thoſe of Dr. Fohy 
Owen, againſt Chap. VII. Art. 5, 6. 
AGAIN, W hat mean theſe Words, Chap. VIIL Art. 2. 
Twe Natures joined in the Mediator without Compoſition ? 
We know the Words [without Converſion and Confuſion] 
are oppoſed to two old Hereſies. But, tho we often hear 
of Diſtinctions without Differences, few can tell what Con- 
junction without Compoſition means. You'll tell me perhaps, 
that the divine Perſon aſſumed the human Nature without, 
the Subheſtentia humana, or the human Perſonality. Your 
Elders too muſt underſtand theſe Metaphyſicks, or ſub- 
ſeribe blindly to the Faith of the Church like Papiſts. 
. AND then, Art. 3d. The human Nature of Cbriſt is ſaid 
20 have in it all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; 
and yet our Lord denies that he knew the time of the Day 
of Judgment; or as ſome think of the Ruin of Feruſalem; 
tho' this latter Event he knew would happen ſome Time 
or other in that Age of Men. 

Cbap. X. loft Morde. Grant that all Heathens are to be 
damned, does it follow that the contrary. Tenet is pernicious 
or to be deteſied® The Proofs of this would move Laughter 
rather than Anger. One from 2 Epift. of Fohu command- 
ing us not to entertain Tranſgreſſors who abode nat in the Dac- 
trine of Chriſt, and taught a contrary Doctrine. Another 
from 1 Cor, xvi, 22, pronouncing ſuch Hypocrites in the 
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Church of Corinth as knew Chriſt and loved him not to be 
accurſed. The laſt is from the Epiſt. to the Galatians pro- 
nouncing thoſe accurſed, who. had known the Goſpel, yet 
in Oppoſition to it, gave other Rules of Worſhip and enjoin- 
ed Points as neceſſary which Chriſt had not, viz.. the ow 
ſaick Rites. Pray obſerve this your ſelves, 

Or what Neceſſity is that Tenet, Chap, XVI. Art. 3. 
that beſides all the Graces granted at Converſion and after- 
wards increaſed, there muſt be a new. actual Influence of the 
Spirit, moving to each good Action. Surely the prior infuſed 
Habits might do ſomethipg, or they are of little Value. 

AGAIN, Chap. XX. Art. 4. aſſerts the horrid Dotine 
of Perſecution for religious Tenets in as great Extent as 
any Inquiſitor could deſire. Whatever the Civil Magi- 
ftrate ſhould proceed againſt with his Power , he ſhould 
exert his Power againſt it ever till the End is obtain- 
ed. Now this Article ſays he ſbould proceed againſt all 
Opinions contrary to the Light of Nature, or the known Princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity. Thus they ſhould perſecute all Lutherans 
for Conſubſtantiation, and all the Z Engliſb Diſſenters almoſt. 
For the Opinion of proper Ecclefraſtick Power, which they 
deny, has been one of the commoneſt Principles of Chriſtians, 
Had we Magiſtrates firm in your Faith, I know not who 
would be ſafe bug you and your Elders. I ſhould engage 
that your Aſſembly would find ſomething held by every other 
Perſuaſion, contrary either to the Light of Nature or the 
common Principles of Chriſtianity ; otherwiſe many Articles 
of your Confeſſion muſt be abandoned, as being neither Parts 

of the Light of Nature, nor common Principles « of Chriſti- 
anityz and your Aſſembly can anne determine 
Points of Faith, of which hereafter, 

Tux, next Chapter about the Sabbath would 8 al- 
molt all the Proteſtant Clergy i in Europe, were they even 
willing to comply i in Practice with the Rules of the Church 

or State. They muſt alſo believe the whole Day ſacred by 
IS diving 
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divine A ppointment. Even Calvin could have no Admiſ- 
fion, were he alive. 
C bap. XXV. Art. ult. excludes all who don't agree in 
expounding two difficult Texts, one about Antichriſt, and 


the other about the Man of Sin, Some ſtrict Calviniſts, who 
believe that the Papal Empire is the Myſtical Babylon, don't 


agree in your Expoſition of theſe Texts. 


I covLD mention as many more ſuch Tenets aſſerted in 


your Confeſſion, and yet diſputed by the beſt Calviniſts, 
But theſe may let any one ſee how contrary it is to all E- 


quity and Charity to make the rigid Determinations of this 


large Compoſure, an excluſive Teſt of Orthodoxy. 


II. Tae ſecond general Charge i is The extenſive intricate 
Style, fo that one is not ſure that he apprehends all intended 
by it. To mention all ſuch Paſſages one muſt tranſcribe - 
half the Book. I ſhall mention a few by which the Read- 


er may obſerve many others, 
TRE very firſt long intricate Pangrich ſeems to aſſert, 


ce that the whole Will of God neceſſary to Salvation is 


<« wholly committed to Writing, as if every Point in the 


law of Nature, were fully explained in Scripture, This is 


more fully aſſerted by the ſame Authors in their larger 
Catechiſm, where it comments on the ten Commands, 
that all Points of Duty in all Relations of Life are contain- 
ed in them. Now one who knows only the Elements of 
the Law of Nature, muſt ſee that this Science is not whol- 


Iy contained in Scripture ; nay, that the Scripture always 
They 
confirm its Authority, and ſuperadd the moſt powerful Mo- 


preſuppoſes 1 it as known, or knowable other ways. 


tives, from the expreſs Command of God, from Sanctions 
of another Life, and from Gratitude to our Saviour. But 
they neither explain all our Duties, nor the Original and 
Extent of our Rights, nor the Limitations neceſſary to be 
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Ox k may ſay in a certain Senſe that ten Commands, or 
two; or one Command contains all the Law of Nature, if 
he wants to play upon Words. But would a Teacher of 
the Law of Nature fully diſcharge his Office by reading 
this one Verſe, Fear God and keep his Commands, or by read- 
ing the Sum of the ten Commands, or by reading the Com- 
mands themſelves, nay, even by reading all your Com- 
ment in the larger Catechiſm ? What elſe is your Comment, 
but naming over many Names of complex Notions or mix- 
ed Modes of Action, ſome required as Virtues, ſome pro- 
hibited as Vices, without defining preciſely or limiting any 
one of them? Neither your Comment nor the Scriptures 
define to us Murther, Theft, Adultery, Lying, Profanity, 
Impiety, Injuſtice z nor do they ſhew the Nature and Extent 
of our Rights and Obligations, The Scriptures preſuppoſe 
all this as knowable by Nature's Light, and were not de- 
ſigned to encourage our Sloth or Lazineſs in Cultivating 
the Light God had given us. Your Comment too prohi- 


bits many Actions under general Names limited by theſe 


Words, injuſt, injurious, undue, unrighteous, wrongful, un- 


? lawful, and ſuch like. Who is the wiſer for ſuch a Com- 


ment? If we previouſly knew what was juſt and umjuſt, 
righteous and wrong, we need none of theſe Comments; 
and if we don't, we are no wiſer than before. I paſs this 
Head. Barbeyraque's Preface to Puffenderf ſhews, how 
groſly ignorant the Clergy in all Ages have been about the 
Light of Nature; and how Fathers and School-men, from 
this falſe Notion about the Scriptures, neglected to cultivate 
it, and thus run into the groſſeſt Blunders. Your divine 
Aſſembly were not inſpired with this Knowlege. It was 
indeed little ſtudied in that Age. Gretzus had made a no- 
bie Effort, but he held too many of the Tenets you deteſt, 
to be regarded by you. 

Again, Art. 4, 5, of this Firſt Chapter, one can a 
know their Meaning. The Queſtion is, „on what Evi- 
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©. Jence we believe the Scriptures to be the Word of God.” 
The Teſtimony of the Church 'is not admitted as full E- 
vidence ; and then we have a String of doubtful diſputed 

Proofs, which each Mahometan' pleads for his Alcoran, by 
which tis faid the Scriptures evidence themſelves to be the Word 
of God; and no mention made of Miracles or Prophecies, 
the Evidences inſiſted on by all Men of Senfe as the main ones. 
Theſe of your Confeſſion are neceſſary Requiſites, or Con- 
ditiones fine qua non, in a Revelation ; but no proper Proofs, 
Then is ſubjoined a moſt Deiſtical Aſſertion, that there can 
be no full Perſuaſion of their dive Authority by rational Ar- 
guments, but it muſt ariſe from ſome inward fupernaturaf 
Work of the Spirit giving Teftimony« to them. I think a 
Deiſt need ask no more to prove all Aﬀent to them to be 
irrational, or at leaſt, what you cannot X Jolly require of 
* Heathen. 

- You don't here limit your Words in your commott 
Style to ſaving Perſuaſion, or ſaving Impreffions of the Truth 
contained in them. You ſpeak of only the Full Perſuaſion 
of the infallible Truth and divine Authority of them. We 
know the Debates on this Head at the Reformation. | 

Art. 7. As$ERTING that © all neceſſary Points ate ſo 
& clearly revealed that they can be underſtood by the vul- 
« gar, is an eternal Reproach to this obſcure, intricate; 
metaphyſical Teſt of Orthodoxy. Tiis ad ro, as 
much as any thing Heretical as to Opinion can'be. 85 

Chap. II. Art. 1. AssERTS © That the ſole End pro 
« poſed. by God in all his Actions is his own Glory: ” 
And next Section aſſerts that he derives no Glory from hi; 
Creatures, but manifeſts his Glory in, by, unto, and upon them. 
Indefinite Propoſitions ate at leaft equivalent to morally u- 
niverſal ones: Now how does he manifeſt his Glory unts 


the inanimate Creatures or the Brutes, which are as nume- 
rous as s the rational ? 


AGAIN, 


3 

AGAIN, God hath all Glry in and of himſelf. Town TI 
know not the Senſe of theſe Words. Ihe Glory of any 
Perſon means the high Opinion which others have of his 
moral Excellency. Take the Word Ghry in an unuſual 
Senſe, for the inward Approbation God has of his own 
Perfections; and the laſt Sentence is true, but a moſt im- 
proper uſe of Words. And then to fay that God ever 
acts for this or to promote and magnify it, ſuppoſes that 
the Deity was not previouſly ſatisfied enough with his Per- 
fections till he tryed them. 

W may truly ſay that all God's Actions tend to diſplay 
his Perfections to all rational Creatures, and natively tend 
to make them eſteem and love him. To fay that God in- 
tends this Diſplay, that his rational Creatures may know, 
eſteem and love him, and thus be happy in him, is an in- 
telligible Conception, and worthy of God. But to ſay, 
that ** the End he propoſes in all his Actions, is the Ma- 
„ nifeſting that Glory he has in and of himſelf; that is, 
the Approbation he has of his own Perfections, I cannot 
well apprehend. Why don't theſe Authors uſe here their 
own Diſtinction, between the Eſſential and Declarative 
Glory, let the Words be proper or not ? If they mean the 


former, let them explain how God can make himſelf 


approve or delight in his own Perfections more than he 
originally did before all Creation ? If they mean the lat- 
ter, let them conſider whether promoting this declarative 


Glory, or the making all rational Creatures know, eſteem, 


and love him, does not naturally tend to a further End, 


viz. to communicate to them the greateſt Perfection and 
Happineſs? and whether to make others happy in this 
Love of himſelf be an End unfit for God to propoſe ? and 


Whether the mere getting Efteem and Praiſe to himſelf, 
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from Creatures infinitely below him, can be matter of 
fuch Importance to him, as to be the ſole Aim of all his 
E Actions, 
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AQtions, without reſpe& to any Communication of Perfec- 


tion or Happineſs to others by this means? 

So when ' tis ſaid, that we ſhould ever act for ibe Glory 
of Ged; is it for promoting the Effential or Declarative 
Glory? you'll fay for the latter ſurely. That is, in plain 
Engliſh, we ſhould in all Actions endeavour to make others 
know, eſteem and love God; out of Gratitude to him and 
Charity to the Souls of Men, that they may attain perfect 
Happineſs in enjoying him. Here again we refer our Ac- 
tions to a further End, that others may be happy in God. 
But you are fo enured to admire that Phraſe, that you can 
bear no ſenſible Paraphraſe upon it. This too can only re- 
late to the more important Actions deſigned to be known, 
Many lawful Actions ſhould be kept private: And ſome 
lawful trifling Actions can have no ſuch Tendency. Tis 
endleſs to purſue all the confuſed Stuff upon this Subject. 
You provoke Men by your Nonſenſe into ſuch Raillery 
as you'll call prophane. 

AGAIN, in this very Section, God hath-all Life in _ 
of himſelf; are the two Propoſitions [in of] different, or is 
this Tautology ? don't they import ſomething of the aſeitas 
pofitiva talked of in that Age? In himſelf might have ex- 
cluded all Dependency on others. 
Ap then, Chap. V. Art. 1. God doth uphold, direct, 
diſpoſe, and govern all Creatures, Actions, and Things. This 
is firange Work in a Teſt of Orthodoxy, to join ſuch 
Strings. of Verbs and Nouns, ſo that in eleven Words 
there are twelve Propoſitions ; fer each of the four Verbs 
i; to be repeated with each Noun. Tis not eaſy to un- 
derſtand how all Actions are upheld, when ſo many ſeem 
tranſient and inſtantaneous. But, four of theſe twelve 
Sentences muſt either be Tautologies, or you muſt ſuppoſe 
ſome Things upheld which are neither Creatures nor Actions, 
or ſome Creatures which are neither Atons nor Things. 


This 


Lt 33-1 

This latter has probably been intended, We know Dr. 
Twi/j/es metaphyſical Head, and thoſe of ſome others in 
that Aſtembly, were very capable of intending the Media 
inter Ens & Nihil, And they were fo keen againſt Armi- 
nianiſm, and for including all Things under expreſs De- 
crees, that they muſt include here even the Shadows of 

Beings. 
THEN, Art. 2, we have a metaphyſical Diviſion of 
Cauſes, not well agreeing with Calviniſm, into neceſſary, 
free, and contingent, All Cauſes are either neceſſary or 
free. Contingency is only a Denomination given to either 
of theſe Claſſes, when none of us know previouſly how 
the Event ſhall happen. But external Denominations are 
e among theſe Media int'r Ens & Nihil. Rare Points theſe 

| from Scriptures for the Vulgar ! 

TE Inſtances of this Kind are too many. Does not 
* every one ſee, if any Thing could ſhock you in theſe your 
Standards, as you profanely call them, a perfect Affectation 


d of complicating Sentences, doubling, trebling, and further 
is multiplying them by Strings of Particles; ſuch as, by and 
as with, in and o/, in and by, in and unto, in by unto and upon, 
x- by for and upon, without above and againſt ; as well as by 
Strings of Nouns and Verbs. Take one or two more In- 
, ſtances, in which you — ſport with the Conſciences 
his of the Subſcribers, | 
ach Chap. XVI. Art. 3. Tas Spirit of Chrift, from which, 
Ids is ſaid, all our Abilities for good Works muſt wholly finw, 
erbs - muſt be taken here, in a very ſingular Senſe, to include the 
un- © Whole Providence of God, or the Propoſition is not true. 
cem Preaching the Goſpel, or relieving the Poor, are good 
elve Works. Surely our Ability for them partly depends on 
poſe 4 natural Genius, Diligence in Study, and ſome Degree of 
ions, Wealth; which are not, I ſuppoſe, counted, among you, 
ings. 9 Graces of the Spirit, But the Horror againſt Arminians 
This N e made 
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„ 
made theſe Authors overlook all Abſurdities in any Sen- 
tences which were full enough againſt them. 

I NEED not mention the Length or Intricacy of that 
goodly Paragraph aſſerting Perſecution; and“ that the 
«© Magiſtrate ſhould cauſe all in Synods to be determined 
« according to God's Word,” and ſhould. conſequently 
judge and controul all their Proceedings ; while yet the 
Confeſſion aſſerts, God alone to be Lord of our Conſcience, and 
that each Man has a Right of private Fudgment. Preſently 
we find, Chap. XXXI. Art. 13. That Synods and Councils 
have a Pmnver miniſterially to determine Articles of Faith 
——and authoritatively to determine the ſame ; which Decrees 
Men are bound to ſubmit to, not only for their Agreement with 
the Word of God, but alſo for the Power by which they are 
made. Reconcile theſe Points 2s you can. 

But the moſt maſterly Sentence is Chap. XXIX. Art. 7. 
after having deny'd Tranſubſtantiation, *tis aſſerted, That 
the Body of Chriſt is as really, but ſpiritually, preſent to the 
Faith of Believers, as the Elements are to their Sgnſes, How 
can one better ſay, that à Body is ſpiritually preſent, than that 
a pure Spirit is bodily preſent ? and then, a Body as preſent 
to Faith, as Bread to the Senſe of him that eats it. The 
Bread is preſent by proper Vicinity and Contact. Is the 
Body of Chriſt in contat with Faith, or the Believers 
Soul? at this Rate it muſt have Ubiquity. Do you only 
mean, that it is true what Chriſtians believe, viz. That 
Chriſt's Body is ſomewhere or other. At this rate Japan 
and Bramil are really and ſpiritually preſent to the Faith of a 
Geographer, and in contact, but ſpiritually. What 
Charms any Proteſtant can find in either Tranſubſtantion | 
or Conſubſtantiation, that they ſhould reliſh ſuch unintelligi- 
ble Phraſes coming ſo near them, I cannot Conceive ? The 
next Charge is, 


\ Lak That every Part both of Soul and Bach are diad in Sin 


. 

III. Many trifling Points determined, and ſame whjurd In- 
terpretations of Scrapture. * The late ingenious. Editor was 
aware of many Mifapplications in the Scriptures, ſubjoined 
as Proofs ; to run through them would be endleſs. I ſhall 
take Notice only of ſome of the many Abuſes in the Body 
of the Books. 

One may, in general, obſerve a ridiculous Turning, of 
ſome uſual Metaphors or Similes in Scripture, into ſo many 
Graces, or ſpecial Acts of God; while other Similes and 
Metaphors are treated juſt as they ought to be. Thus we 
have great Work made about Adoption, as a diſtinct Grace, 
or ſpecial Act; becauſe of the Alluſions made to that com- 
mon Actio Legis among the Greeks and Romans. We have 
a great Myſtery made of our /ygrefting, and the ſealing our 
Ingraſting by an odd Jumble of Metaphors. So we have 
Effectual Calling made another ſolemn ſpecial Act. Why 
have they not uſed other Metaphors from a Door, a Mar- 
riage, a Shepherd and his Flock, from Leaven, a Fiſher's 
Net, and the Members of the Body, in a like Manner, and 
made a greater Collection of ſpecial Graces; ſuch as Letting 
in at the Door, Marrying, inclſing in a Net, Leavening, 
Embodying, and Sheepification © Treat them all as wiſe Men 
would do ſuch decent Metaphors, or make them all ſpecial 
Graces and ſolemn Acts. 

Chap. I. Art. 8. Tis aſſerted, That all the Ola Teſta 
ment was inſpired in Hebrew, Be. it ſo; Chaldce may be 


+ called Hebrew; and the New Teſtament inſpired in Greek. 
What Shadow of Proof for this? Does not Antiquity fan 
' your more the Notion that Matthew's Goſpel, and the 
| Epiſtle to the Hebrews were wrote firſt, in Syriack, though, 


perhaps, tranſlated in the Apoltolick Times? Muſt this be 
2 Point in your Teſt too? 


Chap. VI. Art. 2. ONE knows not whether tis faid 


and 


E 
and defiled, or only that the Man is dead in Sin, and every 
Part of Soul and Body defiled. The Body, as diſtinct from 
the Soul, is neither the Seat of Sin nor Virtue, though one 
Habit of Body may more diſpoſe the Soul to Sin than ano- 
ther. I know not by what Anatomy they can ſhew every 
Muſcle and Ligament morally defiled. 

Chap. VIII. Art. 6. TRERE's a poor Miſtake about 
Rev. xiii. 8. very common in that Age, and occafioning 
very ſtrange Talk of the Lamb ſlain before the Creation, or 
before it came into Life. This, by not obſerving an eaſy 
Hyperbaton, now well known, viz. whoſe Names were 
not written before the Foundation of the World, in the Book of 
the Lamb ſlam. I know you can defend all Abſurdities by 
Cant and Metaphyſicks interwoven. He was lain in the 
Decrees of God, ſay you. So was Julius Czſar and King 
Charles the Firſt : But did ever one ſay, that they were 
flain before the Creation? This will make as good Chro- 
nology as your ſpiritual Preſence of Bodies to Faith does Geo- 
graphy. I ſhould not quarrel improper, unnatural Ex- 
preſſions, in any Writing ſo much as in Teſts of Ortho- 
doxy, to which ſolemn Aﬀent is required. | 

Chap. X. Art. 3. SPEAK s of Ele#t Infants, and other 


Perſons, incapable of an, outward Call. And it follows, | 


That there's no Sabvation put to Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 
How to reconcile this I know not, If the former Paſſage 
relates to the Deaf and Dumb, or Idiots, How can they, or 
any Infants profeſs Chriſtianity ? They may live in a 
Country where others profeſs Chriſtianity ; ſo may Hea- 
thens of a virtuous Deportment, who never had Chriſtia- 
nity rationally propoſed to them. And then how do elect 
Infants, or the Deaf and Dumb, more profeſs Chriſtianity 
in Chriſtian Countries, than the Infants of Pagans, that the 
former ſhould be capable of Juſtification and Sanctification 
by the Merits of Chriſt, and not the latter? unleſs the 
$a a : Faith 
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Faith and Profeſſion of their Parents is imputed to them, 
as well as the RighteouſiRſs of Chriſt, This alone, per- 
haps, would not do. 

Chap. XII. Is a Jumble of Metonymies, Metaphors, 
and proper Language. A Trope muſt be a Teſt of 
Faith. 

Chap. XIX. Art. 1, 2. SEEMS to eſtabliſh ſome old 
Fewiſh Stories, as if God had expreſly revealed the Deca- 
logue to Adam: And adds the famous Bargain by which 
Adam diſpoſed of the eternal State of his Poſterity upon a 
Contingency of his Obedience, purchaſing eternal Happi- 
neſs for them in one Caſe, and ſubjecting them, without 
Demerit of theirs, to eternal Tortures. 

Chap. XXI. Art. 2, 3. PLAINLY implies that all the 
Patriarchs, and pious Fews, pray'd always for the ſake of 


the Meffiah or Mediator, There's ſcarce a Veſtige of this 


' almoſt in any of the Devotions of the Old Tgſtament. Our 

Lord's Diſciples have been ftrangely ignorant; ſince a lit- 
| tle before his Death, he tells them, that hitherto they had 
: asked nothing in his Name: Though, for ſome Years, they 


knew him to be the Meſſiah. 
* Chap. XXII. Art. 4. We have a poor Piece of vague 


Caſuiſtry. An Oath cannot oblige to Sin. A rare Diſcovery ! 


Can any Thing oblige us to Sin? But do not Oaths ſome- 
times oblige Men to ſuch Actions as it would have been ſin- 
! 8 ful to have done without this previous Ingagement. *T:s. 


+ ſinful, ſays your Confeſſion, to marry an Idolatreſe, or a Per- 
1 . we know to be wicked, or one who, by great Diſparity of 
© Years or Station, is not a proper Match; or to marry 
© without Conſent of Parents, in many Caſes: Shall we 
not then be bound to theſe ſinful Actions by a promiſſory 
4 Oach: This is but one Inſtance, of an Hundred, which 


1 


5 1 occur in your Standards; , eſpecially the Comment on the 


Decalogue in the larger Cathechiſm, of poor undetermined 
=. Caſu- 
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of Sounds in Texts,. or metaphoxical Interpretations. 
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Caſuiſtry, ſhewing little Knowledge of the Law of Na- 

ture, vending poor, general, and almoſt uſeleſs Maxims, 
as to any controverted Point of Duty. 

I'am fare the intelligent Reader is wearied with theſe 


Inftances, and fully convinced how unfit this long Book 


is for a Teſt of Orthodoxy. Some of theſe may ap- 
pear Tiifles: I know and plead that they are. But 
"tis no trifing Crime to impoſe Trifles as neceſſary in 
Religion. Tis an impious, uncharitable Inſolence in 
Power in any Church; a Lording it over the Conſciences 
and Faith of God's Heritage; a rending of the myſtical 
Body of Chriſt; a Sporting with the Souls of Men, and 
their Faith, from our own Sloth and Pride; and tempt- 
ing the Young to Hypoctiſy and Diſſimulation. This 
Practice muſt be deheld with Horror by intelligent Chri- 
ſtians. 

FuE prevailing Ignorance, 1 lazy Prejudices of ma- 
ny of you Miniſters is no ſecret, nor are your illiterate 
ways of Preaching, and Playing with Scripture Words, un- 
known. Many of your conceited pragmatical People con- 
clude that they are as wiſe as your felves; and now you 
dread: à popular Odium if you move for. any reaſonable 
Alterations. Some defigning Wretches among the moſt 


Miterate of your Order, unworthy by their Ignorance of 


ever having been admitted into the Miniftry, have now, 
by baſe wheedling Arts, got into the favour of the Mob, 
and of fome weak religious Women; and now raiſe an 
Odium againſt you all, as if you were departing from the 
Faith and Diſcipline of Chriſt. Your People are enured 
to pretend to know the Scriptures fully in nice metaphyſi- 
cal Points of Theology and Ecclefiaſtick Polity, as well as 
in Points of Piety and common Honeſty. Vou trained 
them to be ſatisſied with every Quibble from Reſemblance 


They 


* 


* 
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They can now reproach you for Obedience to the Civil 
Laws in concutring with any Preſentation, or even an 
” * Election by the Freeholders. The Accepting Preſentee is 
, Y tte toi Bear of the Foreſt, which you are introducing into 
A 4 the Vinchard, having broken down the Hedge. They tell 
it = You, mo Man taketh this Office but he that was called, as au 
Aaron: And the ſole divine call is by the Populace. 


5 bh You now find the ratling Arms, you ſo long wielded ſue- 
* ces fully, are turned againſt your ſelves. A cunning 
oh = Fellow can by Scripture perſuade your People of any ſedi- 
* = tious Tenet he pleaſes, and prove that you are all return- 
Ne to Babylon and Egypt, into an Eraſtian Slavery. The 
"BY King's Chaplainſhips among you, and the 10007. granted 
= ® for pious Uſes, are plainly the Nb Pots, the Cucumbers, 
the Garlick and Onions of Goſhen, which you are longing 

. for. The Univerſities are the Calves of Dan and Bethel. 
rate Pu are giving up your Power to that Beaſt the Parliament, 


1 1 with more Heads than any in the Apocalypſe, You are 
J plainly typified by Judas and Pontius Pilate, You dreat] 

the Increaſe of all this Odium, ſhould any of you appear 
for charitable Meaſures. Your caſe is really deplorable, 
but not yet deſperate. If you apply your ſelves vigorouſly to 
Learning, and the Study of the Scriptures, and ſound Phi- 
loſphy and Criticiſm, and ſtill maintain a ſtrict Piety and 
* Regularity of Manners, with a kind beneficent Temper, 
== you would foon-tonvince Men of Letters, of your fuperi- 
== ority to theſe factious illiterate Incendiaries: Nay, you 
would bring into a greater Moderation all the wiſer of your 
People. - Theft would ſoon draw the reſt after them. The 
lower People are really ignorant as to valuable ariatters of 
Knowledge, and yet made wretchedly conceited by the 
Numbers of ſilly ſuperſtitious Books diſperſed among them. 
If Induſtry and ManufaQtures flouriſh, fewer will have lei- 


ah fro 
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ſure for ſuch Keating,” or value themſelyes upon it. You * 
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ſhould provide your Poople with Inter Book and diſcoys 

theſe, little enthuſgaſtick, Pieces {o..conimon; among 
them. But while your main Cong lence, i; in ay, po- 
lag, conceited canting with the Mete and conceited.old 
Women, you may: Hill expect that me more cunping, 
adtive, Canters will.g better of yu, «till, your | Church 
become more the Contempt of allitgNeighbours, while you 
are vyaidly; gloryiog i in Fe Doctrine, Diſcipline | 
and Worihip. n on, Ran 4 bod te 75 . 5 | 8 
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The. bold Steps your Candidatesmake: i in ab 
make terrible: Breaches, in. their Co afiences, at which. other 
Vices and Immoralities may ſoom enters”, L know, ſome of 
your. political Leaders may like them the beter: An- lite 
4le Motives of Intereſt will male them; better Follone® 
in all their Leader Deſns, Rights or Untightegus. 
*Tis uo Matter of Surprize that you are; obfer NR E. 
a off true Ibn of Life and Manners ;among Fo 
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